October 25, 1562

To: Eliott Abrams

Subject: Conference: Oustenslen uman Rights

A conference on "uman Righte in Gstensls” e held Fridsy, October 20 st Johms
Hopkdng! SATS, organised by WOLA and SAIS (ref. attached agends). Attendance cane to
sround 200, incluéing cansiéersile prose. Tt vas amnounced at the outaet that the
scheduled evening panel discussion had been canceled because the Stete Department had
indtoated 1% vould be wmable o attend (Laughter), and apparently Oustemalan Smbasey
participation had been contingent on our presence. WOLA's Rogsie Horton (the main or-
ganizer, fram Gbraltar) then explained why the conference vas betng held (ref. attache
o2). o varmed that. the Adsinistration (Skeve Sosworth) wes prepsring to argue the GOG
deserves military sid, despite evidence from VOLA, kmesty Internstionsl, and meny others.
Jos Eéridge then introduced Patt Derdan with extensive praise. Fatt identified her-
51t sarcastically 3s our "language instructor”, referring to euphemims for helping

“rurderous goverments",

5. the Argentine nd Cnilean, By the "Theory of Felativity®
Rios ¥antt Sevbotter than Lucast. Bt humen rights are not relative; they are clearly
spelled out. Reagen says we should not dnpose our velves cn cibers. That is dishonest.
We say ane thing and desonstrate the opposite. For come purposes ve are quite Teady to
Squoese other Goverments., For example, during Koreagate the US vent a1l out to get

Tongsun Park. But cnly after a bitter buresucratic fight would e nake a nodest offort

on behalf of the unjustly Jeiled Kin Dae-Jung. Today we have s delivers:

policy of be-
ing anti-human rights, vorse than under Kissinger, Look ot the Vashington Post revels:
tions on U.5. Captain Gsrcia in Oustenala. Ve are giving Rios Montt help in improving
the 600 tnage, that is, "in evading U.S. lavr.

had thought the passage of laws would
protect the humsn Tights policy, but apparently not.



The next spesker was he Rev. James Dekker, of the iristian Reforned Church, o
revirnod tere in Septanber after three years in Oustensle.h Tesune of his coments 5o
sttached. Dekker srgued thet sfter brief inprovement the Rios Hontt Covernnent had es-
calsted "ialations in noarly all areast.

A uiche Indtan, Jose Efrain Rosales Marroquin, the spoke in Spanish through =
Snterpreter. He desoribed strocities in his area with great fesling. Fert of his stste
nent 1s attached. Rosales pleaded that we siop the sending of helicopters, arms and mo-
ney to the 000,

The next speaker vas Ronald Hoemes, of the Guatenslan Hunan Righto Cormtssion, ap-
perently substituting for Adrian Sandoval, the Camission Presidert. Hoemes had Just

srrived here after being "farced to Tlee" Oustemal

Ho descrived the current, situstion
35 appalling and the GO as "one of the most brutal in the world". At tines Homes was

Close to tears. 4t the end he w

asked whether he had ever talked ¥ith the USO, Hoenes

5514 he had never had an opportuntty to do so. One quostioner quoted Flliott Abrams

Clatning Jast Tuesdsy (Oct. 19) that the Oustenslen situation "had isproved since July”

In Teply Hoenes degcrived the San

ancisco ma

acre of Juy 18 He asserted the Ouste-
alan Army conve:

2 recruits into "monsters! vho semetines sctually sat the hearts of
dead victins. Hoenes adwdtted the guerrillss were also gilty of husen rights violstions
bt clatned they @i not conduot, massacres.

Duns Yertén, curently vith VOLA ané & Protestant lay missionary who served three
yesrs in Gustenala, then described his recent return there n prepiration Tor the Ox-
fan Anerica Inpact Auit update, soon to be relsssed. His full statenent (I believe)
is attached,

1414 not ear the nex spesker, Credg Nelsen of the Institute for Palcy Stuctes
(o0 progean). T wes %old later he had criticized the Departsent for vorrying sbout
<he Mskitos but not, the Indtana of Oustessla.



At the break for lunch I gave my csrds to both Hosnes and Rosales Yarroquin, sug-
gesting they call me at any tise. Both seemed very pleased.
There was a photo display plus two or three docunentarios, which I did not see.

After Junch the conference broke up into vorkshops. T did not attend.

T missed the press conference. Joo Eldridge told me the 000 had dnvited the Nation-
4 Conference of Churches to visit the Chinsltensngo ares, vhere the Amy sllessdly has
surrounded 5,000 Tndtans.

George Lister
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cot Charles Fairbanks, Bob Snyder



